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fluence over the Empress, has lately returned to Petrograd, and
Lord K. wanted to know all about him* Isn't it dreadful, particu-
larly now that the Emperor has gone to the front!

He talked to me, too, about munitions which we are sending
to Russia, and said there were all sorts of difficulties in finding out
exactly what the Russians required, as there were constant changes:
he asked me whether, if he wanted it, I could possibly go out to
Russia for him, as he said that it was so far easier to deal in the
matter by word of mouth than through written despatches. Of
course I told him that I was entirely at his service, and that I should
feel it to be the greatest privilege to be of any use to him and to my
King and country. I told him that I was quite ignorant about mili-
tary technicalities, but he said that that didn't matter a bit, and that
what he might want was somebody who knew people in Russia
and their ways and would be trusted there, so as to be able to talk
matters out in a friendly way. It is all very strange to t-hink that I
should be given a job of that kind, but I expect that you will say
that there is no doubt about my duty, if he should want me to go. I
feel rather like the old servant in Aeschylus, who with regard to
the secrets of what was going on in the palace said: 'A great ox
has stepped on my tongue,' but I can't help writing to you about
all this.17

A few days later he added:

No doubt I shall be given full instructions before going, and if
there is anything technical to master someone will tell me all
about it: but one can hardly expect ever again to be employed by
such a good chief as King Edward, 'who gave me minute instruc-
tions about Bishop Creighton's visiting cards and signatures in the
Grand Duke's books, and my and the Archbishop of Finland's
tips at Windsor Castle !18

He did not actually leave until the end of March 1916. The
precise nature of his mission has not been disclosed, though it
was probably much as he had described it to Halifax. He was
back ia England at the beginning of June. On the day after his